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PRSA Southeastern Wisconsin Chapter Announces 2026 Paragon Award Winners

MILWAUKEE, June 3, 2026 – The Public Relations Society of America (PRSA) Southeastern Wisconsin Chapter recognized southeastern Wisconsin’s best public relations programs and tactics at its annual Paragon Awards held on May 28 in downtown Milwaukee.
The event annually brings together more than 100 industry professionals from local corporations, public and private agencies, as well as nonprofits to celebrate the best standards in research, strategic planning, and results-driven execution that make an impact.

A total of 14 Awards of Distinction and 10 Awards of Excellence with a Best of Show Award were presented during the evening. The Best of Show Award was presented to the Wisconsin Dental Association for WDA Day at the Zoo, which earned the highest overall score in the competition.
“This year we were proud to honor work that ranged from community revitalization, crisis response to tourism, brand building and everything in between,” said Hillary Mintz, PRSA Southeastern Wisconsin Chapter President and emcee for the event. “The range of work on display was a powerful reminder that communications is not just one discipline and that for every compelling story, someone in the room found a way to make it meaningful,” Mintz added.
“Recognizing the work of some of the brightest communications professionals in our region is always a privilege, but this year’s Paragon Awards was also a reminder of what great PR actually looks like,” said Dave Racine, Board Member and Paragon Awards Chair. “The winning work was creative, strategic and intentional. We saw campaigns that earned attention, solved problems and moved audiences,” Racine added.
This year’s entries were evaluated by highly experienced communications professionals from the PRSA Dallas Chapter through a reciprocal judging process. Judges assessed each submission across research, planning, execution and measurable results, scoring entries on a rigorous 50-point scale designed to recognize both strategic thinking and communications excellence.
The Paragon Awards program recognizes achievement at two levels: Distinction, awarded to entries earning 40–45 points, and Excellence, reserved for entries scoring above 45 points and representing the highest standard of work in the competition.


Award of Excellence Winners:
	Winner
	Campaign
	Category

	BVK
	Explore Louisiana Year of Food
	Media Relations – 
Government/Non-profit

	Punch PR
	KEEN Utility American Built Uncrate-ing
	Influencer Marketing to Expand Awareness

	Athena Communications
	CDA Restoring DPA
	Public Affairs

	Hoffman York
	Hoffman York Brand Camp
	Marketing Business to Business

	Athena Communications
	MLKEDC LaMarr Franklin Lofts Dedication
	Events and Observances, Seven or Fewer Days

	BVK
	Louisiana Office of Tourism Takes Over NYC
	Events and Observances, Seven or Fewer Days

	Hoffman York
	Wahl Manscaper PR Box
	Direct Mail

	Waukesha County
	It’s Okay to Talk About It: Youth Mental Health Awareness in Waukesha County
	Videos

	Waukesha County
	Top Plow: Waukesha
	Videos

	Waukesha County
	Historic August Floods Waukesha County 2025
	Online Newsroom



Award of Distinction Winners:
	Winner
	Campaign
	Category

	Laughlin Constable Public Relations
	CONEXPO-CON/AGG Takes the National Spotlight
	Media Relations – 
Business/Industry

	H&M, PR
	Advancing the Midlife Health Conversation
	Media Relations – 
Business/Industry

	Punch PR
	Sentry Equipment’s MFG Day
	Community Relations

	Hoffman York
	Wahl Grooming X Charlie Berens
	Influencer Marketing to Expand Awareness

	Greater Milwaukee Foundation & Milwaukee Succeeds
	Achieving Statewide Results for Early Childhood Education
	Public Affairs

	City of Milwaukee Health Department

	Protecting Milwaukee’s Children: Strategic Communications During the MPS Lead Crisis
	Crisis Communications

	Nelson Schmidt Inc.
	Kent Nutrition Group - Vet Campaign
	Integrated Communications

	Marquette University
	Value of a Marquette Education
	Integrated Communications

	Core Creative
	Fellowes 2025 International Day of Clean Air Survey
	Events and Observances, More than Seven Days

	Boelter + Lincoln
	Discover Wauwatosa Mama Rosa Media Launch
	Events and Observances, Seven or Fewer Days

	Zurn Elkay Water Solutions
	Elkay® Pro Filtration™ Hype Kit
	Direct Mail

	Athena Communications
	CDA 2024 Impact Report
	Annual Reports

	Core Creative
	Milwaukee Tool 2025 Impact
Report
	Annual Reports

	Core Creative
	Lake Country Manufacturing 2025 Social Media Program
	Social Media



Communicator of the Year Award:
Brendan Conway, Director of Media Relations at WEC Energy Group, received the 2026 Communicator of the Year Award. Over the course of a career spanning journalism, public service and corporate communications, Conway has built a reputation for clear, credible and effective communication. Each year, the PRSA Southeastern Wisconsin Chapter presents the Communicator of the Year Award to an individual whose leadership and strategic use of communications strengthens organizations, shapes public understanding and elevates our profession. The award recognizes communicators who demonstrate excellence in building trust, influencing outcomes and connecting meaningfully with their communities.

Dorothy Thomas Black Award:

Lynn Griffith, chief marketing and communication officer at Marquette University, received the 2026 Dorothy Thomas Black Award. Throughout her career, Griffith has demonstrated a sustained commitment to advancing the communications profession through strategic leadership, trusted counsel and a deep investment in building teams and elevating institutions. Her work has helped shape how organizations communicate during defining moments while setting a standard for excellence across the region. The Dorothy Thomas Black Award recognizes sustained, superior achievement in public relations and honors professionals whose careers have made a lasting impact on the communications industry and the communities they serve. Established by PRSA Southeastern Wisconsin in 1983, the award memorializes Dorothy Thomas Black, former director of public relations at St. Luke’s Medical Center and a past chapter president whose legacy continues to inspire generations of communicators.
“This year’s Paragon entries were a reminder that great communications work doesn’t happen by accident,” said Mintz. “Across every category, we saw bold ideas backed by strategy, smart execution and measurable impact. The work recognized at this year’s Paragon Awards reflects a communications community that continues to raise the bar and proves this community is producing some of the most thoughtful and effective work in the industry today.”
About the PRSA Southeastern Wisconsin Chapter
Founded in 1951, the PRSA Southeastern Wisconsin Chapter is made up of public relations and communications professionals from across our region, from recent college graduates to mid-level and senior management professionals to C-suite leaders in agency, corporate, government, tourism and nonprofit settings.

Media Contact:
Dave Racine, Awards Chair, PRSA Southeastern Wisconsin Chapter
dracine@punch-pr.com and 414-534-6948
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